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Description:

Acrimony and hyperpartisanship have seeped into every part of the political process. Congress is deadlocked and its approval ratings are at
record lows. America’s two main political parties have given up their traditions of compromise, endangering our very system of constitutional
democracy. And one of these parties has taken on the role of insurgent outlier; the Republicans have become ideologically extreme, scornful of
compromise, and ardently opposed to the established social and economic policy regime.

This excellent chronology of the growth of political dysfunction in America was written before the 2016 election and the hurtling furtherance of the
ultra-conservative, authoritarian Republican agenda. The book’s primary value is as a history lesson, a detailed account of America’s fall from a
democratic republic to the one-party system the nation is now shackled with. These two scholars lay out in enlightening fashion how we arrived at
the governing debacle we now must endure, laying accurate and ample blame at the feet of a power-hungry GOP, a disheveled and disorganized
Democratic Party, a naive and out of touch media, and a public still ensconced in Timothy Snyder’s “ politics of inevitability” or the belief that this
nation is predestined to succeed. Unfortunately, Mann and Ornstein, like the media they criticize, also fall prey to this mindset and, in the process
of laying out superb suggestions for change, lamenting at every turn how change is unlikely to happen because of the extreme ideological
polarization of our government and our nation, fail to alert their readers to the true danger that the systemic alterations that are taking place are
likely to pose for our future. The clear vision and pragmatism of these two scholars is impressive, but, sadly, offset by an inability to separate their
hope that our democracy will survive from the reality that the trends they so meticulously chronicle are taking us in quite the opposite direction. This
is a must-read if for no other reason than that it gives objective explanation to a process that has become so intense and volatile as to defy logical
debate.
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